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Synopsis

An in-depth look at the most influential Lakers championship team-the coach, the players, the
season that changed the NBA.The 1971-72 basketball season was one to go down in history. For
the Los Angeles Lakers it was a season of records, an incredible championship, and many personal
victories-by a team featuring several players bound for the NBA Hall of Fame. For the sport of
basketball it was a season of transition, when West Coast style overcame East Coast sophistication.
And for the fans, it was simply a season to remember.Charley Rosen, one of the best sports
historians in recent years, brings to life all of the memories, events, and spectacles. Featuring an
iconic all-star roster that includes Wilt Chamberlain and Jerry West, The Pivotal Season is an
account of some of the greatest names in the game and their contributions to one of the most
remarkable seasons in history. This dramatic narrative credits the Lakers coach, Bill Sharman, who,
though virtually unknown today, was the best basketball coach of his time.Photographs and
action-packed narrative portray the pivotal 1971-72 season in this memorable book of sports history,
which includes a special foreword by Phil Jackson. Basketball fans will be able to relive this
amazing story of despair turned to triumph, when the Los Angeles Lakers won a record thirty-three
consecutive games, persevered and defeated their archrival, the New York Knicks, won the

championship-and in so doing changed the sport of basketball forever.
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Customer Reviews

This is a story that needs to be told, as this fabulous team is not given enough credit since their

single-season victory record has been eclipsed. Unfortunately, the wrong guy is telling it.Charley



Rosen, is simply not a good writer. | had never heard of him until | read this book. Since then, | have
read some of his articles on Fox Sports website, and | am more convinced that he is a lazy
sportswriter, who won’t look up facts and lets no truth stand in the way of his spreading his pompous
erroneous ideas. No factoid is too big to ignore nor any truth too difficult to discard in his attempts to
spread venom.lt is obvious quickly that Rosen is no fan of Wilt Chamberlain and worships Jerry
West and Bill Sharman. Don’t get me wrong, Wilt had his faults, and West was phenomenal, and
Sharman should be in the hall of fame for his coaching, but | will present four passages to prove
how much of a vendetta Rosen has:Page 14 :"Indeed, the Lakers were in firm control of the game
when Chamberlain committed his fifth personal foul late in the third quarter. Coach Butch van Breda
Kolff immediately sent Mel Counts, a lanky seven foot jump shooter, in for Chamberlain.
Unfortunately, one of Chamberlain’s most cherished personal records was his never having fouled
out of a game. So when van Breda Kolff called for Chamberlain to reenter the fray midway through
the fourth quarter, the big man refused, mumbling something about an aching knee. Infuriated by
Wilt's monumental selfishness, van Breda Kolff vowed to keep Chamberlain on the bench and win
the game, and the championship, with Counts. As the game raced toward the wire with the Celtics
relentlessly eating into the Lakers’ lead, Chamberlain approached his coach and asked to return to
the action.
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